
Covid-19 Written answer reports 
Week beginning 23rd November 

 
24/11/2020 
Claire Baker (Mid Scotland and Fife) (Scottish Labour): To ask the 
Scottish Government what COVID-19 guidance it has published regarding the 
delivery of in-person private music tuition for woodwind and brass instruments 
outside school hours, and what plans it has to update this.(S5W-33116) 
Maree Todd: In light of the publication of the Coronavirus (COVID-19) Scotland's 
Strategic Framework on 23 October 2020, the Coronavirus (COVID-19): organised 
activities for children guidance for organised activities and services for children was 
updated on 12 November 2020. The guidance is not an instruction for all services 
and activities to open up at this time, since this will be based on the requirements 
that need to be met, relevant to each individual delivery setting. Private providers 
should read this guidance in conjunction with guidance for small businesses: 
Coronavirus (COVID-19):small and micro businesses guidance 
 
Maurice Golden (West Scotland) (Scottish Conservative and Unionist Party): 
To ask the Scottish Government, further to the answers to questions S5W-32259 
and SW5- 32008 by Fiona Hyslop on 20 October 2020 and Maree Todd on 6 
October 2020 respectively, whether private tuition of school pupils can be 
delivered in private homes at each level of its COVID-19 Strategic Framework. 
(S5W-33146)  
 
Maree Todd: In light of the publication of the Coronavirus (COVID-19) Scotland's 
Strategic Framework on 23 October 2020, the Coronavirus (COVID-19): organised 
activities for children guidance for organised activities and services for children, 
including babies and toddlers, was updated on 12 November 2020. The guidance 
is not an instruction for all services and activities to open up at this time, since this 
will be based on the requirements that need to be met, relevant to each individual 
delivery setting. Private providers should read this guidance in conjunction with 
guidance for small businesses: Coronavirus (COVID-19): small and micro 
businesses guidance . 

 
Pauline McNeill (Glasgow) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish 
Government for what reason schools data is not kept in the records of 
COVID-19 transmission settings. (S5W-33177) 
John Swinney: The test and protect content management system only records 
events/venues that the case tells the person conducting the interview they have 
been to. Attending a particular event/venue does not mean that an individual case 
acquired their infection in that setting. This is because the test and protect system 
is designed to identify contacts rather than to identify the source of transmission. 
 
The data held currently contains information on those who under events/venues 
report “attending childcare, school, educational establishment” and other 
venues/settings. However, this does not mean that is where they acquired their 
infection. 
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Jamie Greene (West Scotland) (Scottish Conservative and Unionist Party): 
To ask the Scottish Government, further to the commitment made by the Deputy 
First Minister to the Parliament on 12 August 2020, and in a letter to EIS, how 
many teachers, nursery and educational support staff have been tested for 
COVID-19; where these tests took place, and what percentage of the tests were 
positive. (S5W-33194) 
John Swinney: We do not hold this information. For people who test positive we 
have information on their self reported occupation. This is published weekly here: 
https://beta.isdscotland.org/find-publications-and- data/population-health/covid-
19/covid-19-statistical-report/ (see page 15). 
 
For those coming back negative we do not know the occupation as this 
information is not collected at time of test. For individuals going through the 
employer referral portal for asymptomatic testing, we cannot easily identify 
education-based referrals compared to referrals from other key workers who are 
using this portal as employer is collected as free text. 
 
Jamie Greene (West Scotland) (Scottish Conservative and Unionist Party): 
To ask the Scottish Government whether it will provide an update on 
progress to roll out 1,140 hours of funded childcare nationally; how many hours of 
funded childcare is currently available in each local authority area, and what the 
current timetable is by which it is working towards ensuring and finalising full roll 
out across all parts of Scotland. (S5W-33201) 
Maree Todd: The Improvement Service published a detailed report on delivery 
progress as of August on 11 November which showed that 93,438 children were 
accessing funded ELC as of the end of August 2020. Of these, 80% children were 
accessing more than the statutory entitlement of 600 hours, and 61% children 
were accessing 1140 hours funded ELC. Local authorities are continuing to offer 
expanded hours where they can, and to progress expansion plans ahead of 
setting a new statutory date. 
 
The Scottish Government is working closely with councils to build on the data 
collected, to understand the impact of COVID on programmes, and to inform the 
Joint Delivery Board’s assessment of the appropriate date to reinstate the 1140 
hours statutory duty. This assessment will be completed, and a new 
implementation date communicated to Parliament and the public by the end of 
December 2020. The Scottish Government will bring forward legislation in this 
parliamentary session to reinstate the 1140 duty. 
 
As at November 2020: 
 

• 14 councils are offering 1140 hours to all families 
 
Angus, Argyll & Bute, Clackmannanshire, Dumfries & Galloway, Dundee, East 
Renfrewshire, Eilean Siar, Inverclyde, Midlothian, North Lanarkshire, Scottish 
Borders, Shetland, South Ayrshire, Stirling. 
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• 18 Councils are offering at least 600 hours of funded ELC to all families, and 

1140 to some or most families 
 
Aberdeen, Aberdeenshire, East Ayrshire, East Lothian, East Dumbarton, 
Edinburgh, Falkirk, Fife, Glasgow, Highland, Moray, North Ayrshire, Orkney, Perth 
and Kinross, Renfrewshire, South Lanarkshire, West Dunbartonshire, West 
Lothian. 
 
Jamie Greene (West Scotland) (Scottish Conservative and Unionist Party): 
To ask the Scottish Government whether it will provide an update on subject 
choice in the senior phase of the 2020-21 academic year. (S5W-33203) 

John Swinney: It is a matter for individual schools and local authorities to plan a 
Senior Phase that takes account of local circumstances and meets the needs and 
aspirations of learners, ensuring that young people can choose preferred subjects; 
however, timetabling, staffing and resourcing issues may mean that this is not 
always possible. 
Where a subject cannot be offered by the school, national guidelines encourage 
flexibility, enabling schools to work collaboratively with other local schools or 
colleges or through on-line, digital approaches. 
We expect this to continue but recognise that COVID-19 has presented many 
challenges and schools are rightly prioritising the physical, mental and emotional 
wellbeing of learners during the recovery phase. 
The Scottish Government’s Coronavirus (COVID-19): Guidance on preparing for 
the start of the new school term in August 2020, encourages schools to plan their 
curriculum with colleges, including looking at issues of timetabling, transport, and 
the use of digital resources. 
The Scottish Qualifications Authority has published a report on the outcomes of 
the consultation that they carried out on proposed modifications to National 5, 
Higher and Advanced Higher course assessments in session 2021-21. The 
modifications took account of loss of learning and teaching time and public health 
advice as it applies to different subject areas. SQA has published information on 
the modifications for each subject and will consider any further modifications to 
take account of the evolving public health advice. 
The Scottish Government is working with Education Scotland, Colleges and Local 
Authorities to monitor the impact of COVID 19 on the breadth of the Senior Phase 
curriculum offer and on collaboration between schools and with colleges, and will 
consider if further guidance is required in this area 
Iain Gray (East Lothian) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish Government, in 
coming to a decision on the 2020-21 SQA exam diet, what consideration it gave to 
young adults with learning difficulties who will be sitting Higher exams. 
John Swinney: As is the case every year, those candidates with learning 
difficulties can access a broad range of assessment arrangements. This is based 
on the support they receive through teaching and learning. If this cannot be 
achieved because of government guidelines on COVID-19 then SQA can consider 



alternative arrangements. To ensure fairness for all candidates, the SQA has 
developed some guidance on this issue and other considerations such as 
conditions of assessment, which is available on their website at: 
https://www.sqa.org.uk/sqa/74922.html . This guidance will be kept under constant 
review and updated as required. 
 
25/11/2020 
Alex Cole-Hamilton (Edinburgh Western) (Scottish Liberal Democrats): To 
ask the Scottish Government what additional support it is making available to 
students who would normally sustain their time away from home by undertaking 
part-time work in bars, shops and restaurants but who are unable to do so due to 
closures caused by COVID-19 restrictions. (S5W-33205) 
Richard Lochhead: I recognise that this has been and continues to be an 
extremely difficult time for students, particularly for those who would normally have 
taken up employment opportunities during their studies. 
 
Eligible students in Further and Higher Education have continued to access 
bursary, grant and loan payments throughout the pandemic. 
 
In addition to that, the Scottish Government provided emergency funding earlier 
this year of £5 million to support students impacted by the Covid-19 pandemic. We 
also provided early access to £11.4 million of Higher Education Discretionary 
Funds to support students over the summer period and into this academic year. 
£2M was brought forward for Further Education students at college by the Scottish 
Funding Council. 
 
I also announced a Digital Inclusion Fund of £5 million to support access to digital 
equipment and tackle digital poverty. 
 
Finally, the First Minister announced £1.32 million of additional funding t help 
students deal with the mental health impacts of the Covid-19 pandemic. 
If students are facing financial hardship due to the reduced employment 
opportunities as a result of Covid-19, they should continue to apply for 
discretionary fund support from their college or university 
 
25/11/2020 
Joan McAlpine (South Scotland) (Scottish National Party): To ask the Scottish 
Government whether it will update the COVID-19 guidance on the delivery of in-
person private music tuition that is not covered in the school- based guidance, 
including for woodwind and brass instruments. (S5W-33259) 
Maree Todd: In light of the publication of the Coronavirus (COVID-19) Scotland's 
Strategic Framework on 23 October 2020, the Coronavirus (COVID-19): organised 
activities for children guidance for organised activities and services for children was 
updated on 12 November 2020. The guidance is not an instruction for all services 
and activities to open up at this time, since this will be based on the requirements 
that need to be met, relevant to each individual delivery setting. Private providers 
should read this guidance in conjunction with guidance for small businesses: 
Coronavirus (COVID-19): small and micro businesses guidance 
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